QCNNY Block of the Month - January, 2008
DIAMOND STAR - a 12” Block

Color 1: Gold
Color 2: Black, preferably Black Kona Cotton to keep the shading similar. Precut Color 2 strips will be
available for purchase @ the guild meeting. P.S. Of course, you can use any black you have!

Cut Color 1 7" x 13" strip into four 3-1/2" x 6-1/2" rectangles.

Cut the Color 2 7" x 21" strin into twelve 3-1/2" sauares...

[sew here then sew here]
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Then speed piece the half squares, by stacking the Color 1 and Color 2 3-7/8" x 7 3/4"strips right sides together
and all edges aligned. On the back of the top strip, lightly mark the 3-7/8" square lines. Mark the diagonals in
the direction shown at left. Now sew a Scant 1/4" above and below the marked diagonals, pivoting at the square
lines. Cut apart on the square lines, and on the marked diagonals between the rows of stitching. This will give
you four half squares. Press seam allowances towards the darker fabric. Square these back to 3-1/2" if needed.
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Next we'll make the rectangle units, by placing a Color 2 3-1/2" square right sides together against one end of a
Color 1 rectangle...all edges aligned. (I show them staggered here just so you can see what two pieces of fabric |
mean) On the back of the square, lightly draw the diagonal. Sew ON this marked line. Cut off the excess seam
allowance. Press the remainder towards the darker color. Repeat this with another Color 2 square on the other
end of the rectangle. Make four units like this. Square these back to be 3-1/2" x 6-1/2" if needed...
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Now sew A Color 2 square to the left of a two colored half square, using that same scant 1/4" seam. Make four
units like this.
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Sew each half square/ square unit to a rectangle unit as shown above.

Then piece the block, by sewing the four quadrants together.




